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not having seceded sooner, for the Opposition, I fear, encouraged
the United men by their speeches against the Government. . . .
There was high treason, certainly, but the measures of the
Government were so violent, that no man would sanction them.
Nothing could excuse the torture, the whippings, the half hang-
ing. It was impossible to act with them, and in such cases it
is always better that a neutral party should retire. We could
do no good. We could not join the disaffected party, and we
could not support the Government.'

Coming to his letter to the citizens of Dublin, he says that
it was considered, at the time, imprudent, and he acknow-
ledged that the charge was a just one. c It was true ; it was
well written, but it tended to inflame. I had also written
strongly to the Catholics. I had just returned from England,
and we smarted under the disappointment of Lord Ktzwilliam's
recall. . . . We were angry. It was not wise, but there is no
man, who, in a long public life, will not be guilty of some
political errors/ l

Except perhaps in Ulster, where matters had been for some
time subsiding the last months of 1797 produced no alleviation
in the state of Ireland, and Graft an and. the Government differed
little about its gravity, though they differed much about its causes
and its remedies. iVlhain, in a desponding private letter to
Portland, complained that the language of the Opposition tended
to alienate the people from England, and that absenteeism had a
ainnlar effect, but he laid special stress upon ' the religious dis-
tinctions, which will always make the lower class of the people
more open to seduction than the same class of men in other
countries, and will make it impossible to expect any permanent
security, either in peace or war, without a great military force/
Nothing, he thought, .short of an establishment of the Catholic
religion, would satisfy them ; and he added with more truth,; As
long as the poor and the rich are of different persuasions in
religious matters, there will always be a jealousy between the
democratic and aristocratic parts of the Constitution/2

Clare, who knew the country much better, expressed the
Government view with force and candour. c Emancipation and

* Grottan's Life, iv. 345-347.
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